
                                          PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT  2019. 

 

Dear GBA Members, 

 

Well, I have been your President for the past 4 years and I can honestly report that this season has 
probably been my quietest from the point of view of complaints and problems. 

Obviously most of you must be much happier with the way our harbours are now being managed 
and although we do have direct access to the harbourmaster’s office at any time, there has been 
very little need for us to be in contact. When we do, I must say that the response is swift and 
efficient. 

At our AGM last December, there were reports of speeding both inside and outside of St.Peter Port 
and Guernsey Harbours vowed to investigate ways of policing these areas. These incidents have 
been greatly reduced with the introduction of the new VTS (Vessel Traffic System) which came into 
operation on the 1st.July. The VTS/Port Control operators are able to identify any offending vessels  
and to take appropriate action. The new system does not apply to leisure vessels under 20m unless 
they are towing another vessel or carrying fee-paying passengers. All vessels over 20m, whether 
private or commercial must report into the VTS system on Ch.12. However it is recommended that 
you keep a listening watch on Ch.12 so that you are aware of these vessels’ movements. 

In addition, the installation of new IALA based traffic lights on the harbour entrance are proving to 
be a further safety measure. 

Plus, by next Spring Guernsey Harbours should be locating AtoNs which are basically AIS 
transponders on both shore and water-based sites. These can be on lighthouses, beacons and buoys 
and the plans are to position 10 of these Atons on specified navigational aids within the Little Russel, 
including one on the Lower Heads buoy with weather information.   

Whilst on the important subject of safety at sea, JESCC appears to be running more smoothly with 
ongoing training and mentoring taking place. Apparently there have been more emergency incidents 
in 2019 than ever before and these have been effectively dealt with by JESCC. 

However, I would still like to see the Coastguard function returned to the harbour and sited in its 
rightful place incorporated with the VTS/Port Control operators. Not only would this move 
be more efficient but also more cost effective in the long term. 

With regard to future plans for our harbours, we have publically stated our support for Deputies 
Paint and Inder’s requete on the redevelopment of St.Peter Port Harbour which has resulted 
in the States Supervisory Board (STSB) being given the task of reporting back to the States on 
their proposed plans by December 2020. We were invited to a subsequent meeting with 
Guernsey Harbours together with other interested stakeholders to give our thoughts and 
opinions on this vital subject. 

I have therefore invited Capt. David Barker to be with us at the AGM to bring us all up to date on his 
investigations so far and for you to hear directly from the top on his progress. 

Earlier this year the Sea front Working Party asked us to send them our views on their proposals for 
enhancing the St.Peter Port Seafront and to outline where we see the local leisure boating 



industry going. Following this, we were subsequently requested to attend one of their 
meetings which involved 19 representatives from various States departments! 

We gave them our priorities which included vehicle access, parking around the marinas, access for 
loading/unloading passengers or goods from/to our vessels, improved facilities for visiting 
yachtsmen, demand for berths for larger local boats, and fuelling provision for superyachts. 

They have promised to keep us informed on their future developments. 

The effects of Brexit or No Brexit has been of concern to many of you and to date there hasn’t been 
any problems when visiting French ports but until the UK has sorted themselves out with a 
general election we shall have to wait and see. Meanwhile, remember, our French friends 
want our business and they want to come here too! 

 The Boating Boot Sale last Spring proved to be even more popular and we intend to repeat this 
event in 2020 so hang on to any gear you want to get rid of and come along . 

In conclusion, there’s no sign of any seaplanes, Havelet Slipway is due to be repaired in April, and 
our Facebook page/website is now in the hands of one person and being kept up to date so please 
regularly check on these to stay informed. There are useful links , both local and abroad, including 
notices to mariners, weather info., discounts,  etc. see www.guernseyboatowners.com 

My term of office as President of the GBA concludes in 12 months time and I would like to see our 
membership figures increase by then. We need to encourage younger boaters to join us if this 
Association is to survive so please talk to any of your fellow berthholders to  persuade them to sign 
up. Together we have more bargaining power to represent your interests with the authorities and 
with the local marine trade. Plus the benefits of exclusive lay-by moorings around the Bailiwick and  
trade discounts. All for 40p per week! 

Finally our thanks must go to our secretary Jeremy and to the members of the GBA committee for 
their hard work on your behalf and let’s now look forward to another good boating season in 2020. 

Safe sailing next year, 

Nick Guillemette. 

President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


