
Guernsey Boatowners’ Association LBG 

Minutes of the 2015 AGM held at La Villette Hotel on Monday 30th 

November 2015 

 

1. There were 87 Members present – Apologies for absence were received from 26 

members. 

2. Minutes of previous AGM – Jeremy Witham read out the minutes and they were 

accepted as a true copy.  Proposed: Brian Lowe,     Seconded: Peter Van de Velde. 

3. Matters Arising from last AGM    

a)   No Progress had been made with the Harbour Authorities. 

b)  As far as the committee know 2016 Mooring Fees would only rise by the RPI. 

c)  St Sampsons’ parking uptake was very poor – 3 spaces on the Crocq will be retained but 

there was only 1 person to take up the Bosom, therefore this will not be renewed. 

d)  Annual Membership Fees went up to £20 but JW was to check members’ standing orders 

to check that they had been increased. 

e)  The Herm Ramsar site was still progressing. 

f)  Yellow warning buoys had been placed off Sell Rocque, East side of Herm with speed 

restrictions to protect the puffins. 

4. The Committee Reports & Accounts 

Peter Derham presented his final President’s Report after 6 years in office, and stated that 

he was leaving with unfinished business as he had been excluded from the Harbour 

Management Team’s meetings after the members vote of NO CONFIDENCE in the Board of 

PSD at the last AGM. 

He had been vociferous in voicing our demands of “We Could NOT and Would NOT pay” the 

proposed 100% Increase in mooring fees.  Also our request for the return of the hose pipes 

went unheeded.  The request for toilet keypads for boat owners’ use had not happened. 

The most glaring example of No Consultation was the moving of the Cruise Ship passenger 

landing from the Inter-Island Quay to the Albert Pier – which is NOT FIT FOR PURPOSE.  The 

tenders are not always manned competently – they go too fast causing a dangerous wash. 

Leisure boaters create 26% of the Harbour Revenue and our thoughts are generally ignored. 

PD thought that the increase in an additional 10 Harbour Staff was excessive.  Like all States 

departments the extra staff and positions created is excessive and out of control. 



PD thanked the Committee and Members for their support and he wants to air his views as 

his personal opinion to the media, but the Committee have misgivings about this. 

Secretary Report – Jeremy Witham presented his report starting with apologising re the 

problems of parking on the Round Top and the Albert Wave Wall.  But the QE2 South 

parking had been made available from Easter 2015, but it was difficult to police.   

JW also mentioned the ridiculous situation with the removal of the hose pipes. 

He has been involved in the ongoing discussion regarding the RAMSAR designation for 

Herm, Jethou and the Humps to ensure that we will continue to have access to these areas. 

JW had been involved in the Town Seafront committees consultation and also “Offshore 

wind power turbines and their possible future for Guernsey” 

The GBA does have the interests of its members and the use of their vessels to heart, and 

will represent their interests where possible. 

Mooring buoys – Outside of the QE2 layby, Havelet & Sark – these are in the process of 

being services & reinstated for the 2016 season 

Burgees available £25  

Accounts – Cliff White presented the Accounts (which had been circulated) we have 510 

members, which is slightly down on the previous year. 

The parking is a major expense and cost £13,200 but we covered this with £13,450 received. 

A new website cost £1,541 to set up. 

Overall we made a profit of £2,261 and we have £24,000 in the Bank. 

JW commented that although this looks healthy – we still have to pay out for the moorings 

maintenance, chain & shackles, the diver and there is also an added cost of the 

recompressure chamber which has been added on all diver relating jobs. 

The Accounts were Approved, Proposed by Nick Guillemet,   Seconded by Martin Ozanne.  

Majority Carried. 

5. The benevolent fund report 

Gary Thoume (Trustee) presented the Benevolent Fund report stating that there was very 

little interest at the Bank and it had moved some money to Skipton to get 1.6% interest.      

Lionel Le Page asked if they had paid out any money?  Response – No one has claimed, 

which is a good situation to be in.  But if there was a major incidence, the £51k in the 

Benevolent Fund was there for such an emergency. 

Michael Perchard asked if they were audited?  Response -These funds are ring fenced and 

kept separate from the GBA’s funds, but also were audited 

6. Election of Officers & Committee 



President – Nick Guillemet was proposed for this position; he has ample experience as 

already shown his involvement and commitment by sitting on subcommittee. 

Proposed by Gary Thoume,   seconded by Jeremy Witham 

This was confirmed by a majority show of hands and therefore carried unanimously. 

Nick Guillemet expressed his thanks to Peter Derham retiring President and the meeting 

continued with NG in the Chair. 

NG explained that he had been boating for many years and as he had been involved in the 

subcommittee he had already built up lines of communication with the Authorities and 

other Boating fraternities which he would build on.  He asked for members support in his 

new role. 

Secretary – Jeremy Witham was proposed to continue in his role as Secretary. 

Proposed by Dominic Clark,   Seconded by John Thompson. 

NG said that JW was a good secretary and knew the ropes as he had been involved with the 

club for a long time. 

Assistant Secretary – It would be helpful if we could enlist the help of an Assistant Secretary 

to help JW in his role as it was time consuming. 

Treasurer – Cliff White was again proposed by Jeremy Witham and Seconded by Gary 

Thoume.    This was carried by majority of members present. 

Committee Member – Peter Van de Velde who had been on the sub committee, was asked 

to come onto to the Committee as a new Committee member as he had useful contacts.   

Proposed by Peter Derham,   seconded by John Rowe. 

We have representatives around the island in bays and mooring facilities – Tristan Esteves 

from the Portelet Bay had resigned and Beaucette was Vacant, if anybody was interested in 

these positions it would be helpful.  These members represent our interests and need our 

support. 

The rest of the Committee was to stand and proposed by Ian Larby and Seconded by Peter 

Van de Velde.  This was carried. 

7. Election of Honorary Auditors – Bob Waite & Gary Thoume – motion carried. 

8. GBA Parking – The uptake at St Sampsons was poor, we lost money as there was 

only one person taking up the parking on the Bosom (3 spaces rented) we would therefore 

only rent the 3 spaces on the Crocq next year. It was thought that there were a lot of 10 

hour spaces at Quayside that would be available next year! Hence the low demand. 

Town – £600 a space is expensive but if we have enough uptakes it is affordable.  Finance 

would love to have the spaces but the usage is for harbour users only.  The GBA would like 

the spaces policed, but this would need to be done by a Harbour Special Constable.  Alan 

had seen a parking ticket on a vehicle and hopes that this would deter people abusing it.  JW 



said we should report any illegal parking to the Harbour Office 720229 Weekdays.  There are 

no longer any surplus funds to donate to charity. 

Salerie Spaces are successful. 

9. Cruise Liners – Barry Paint who sits on Sea Front committee working party and asks 

the right questions was thanked by Nick Guillemette for his efforts. 

NG replied that it is a question of Safety – it is imperative that we persuade the Authorities 

to move the unloading of passengers back to the White Rock for safety reasons:- 

a) Tenders pilots not responsible 

b) Dredging has not worked  

c) Gangways are not man enough for the job 

d) It does not comply with the International Shipping & Port Facilities Code 

e) The Harbour Authorities stopped Trident using the Cambridge Steps but it still uses 

the Weighbridge steps! 

f) Concerns over passengers in traffic are not warranted because Condor Passengers 

use the White Rock! 

g) Fiasco to watch unloading of passengers 

h) The ISPC Code states that no other boats on pontoon when passengers 

unloading/loading 

i) There is Congestion in the Area 

j) Problems with Fishermen 

k) Fuelling pontoon gets wash and is dangerous 

Therefore NG urges everyone to get in touch with our Deputies to express our concerns – 

and asked if there were any other suggestions of what else we could do. 

NG said that there would be more Cruise Liners next year but visiting yachts were not 

encouraged anymore, in fact they were frightened away. 

Jersey offers discounts to French Marinas but it does not appear to be reciprocal to 

Guernsey Marinas. 

Shop Keepers takings were down 20% as cruise line passengers spend very little and 

ordinary shoppers were avoiding town because of the chaos. 

Barry Paint said he was on the working party and giving them hell – he had suggested 

widening the crossing – but this was dismissed.  He had resigned from the Environment 

Committee because of the mess. 

PD said the States had purchased a new gangway but it was too heavy! 



Condor also needs sorting out! 

Mike Burrows suggested that maybe a U shaped pontoon would help! 

BP the new harbour staff had NO experience in running a harbour – A risk assessment was 

done but it was ridiculous. 

10. Dinner 

A dinner was proposed and NG suggested that the Yacht Club could be used for this!  Peter 

Van de Velde said maybe a different format with Rock hopping or navigation trips?  JW said 

that Trident was not permitted to do navigation trips anymore. 

11. AOB 

The Liberation travels East Side of Herm and causes a large wash which has caused damage 

to boats in Shell and Belvoir.  Insurance claim and £200 was paid out to one member.  It was 

pointed out that they have since changed course and would reduce speed at Low spring 

Tides.  It was also asked if boatowners in the pool had been asked to move as the Liberation 

gets close when docking. 

Feedback on Emergency Centre: – the coastguards are now operating from the main control 

room centre and therefore cannot view activity in the Harbour at first hand, only by 

cameras. 

NG said we must all try to encourage new members to join the GBA as numbers are down 

from 1,000 to 500.  The discounts on insurance and marine traders should help. 

The problems with the drying pad in the Albert marina where discussed and JW had said he 

had brought a generator to enable him to work on his boat as there was no electric available 

– it also needs some more siftings added! 

The meeting closed at 9.55. 

 

 

 

Authorised Signatory……………………………………………………… 

 


